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Contact Information 

 
ETBLC 2.147 
1210 W Schnior St. 
Edinburg, TX 78541 
Phone: 956-296-2301 
Email: shizue.mito@utrgv.edu 
 

Education & Training 

 
B.S. in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Osaka University, Japan 

M.S. in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Osaka University, Japan 

Ph.D. in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Hokkaido University, Japan 

Postdoctoral fellow, Kyoto University, Japan (2004-2005) 

Postdoctoral fellow, Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA (2005-2008) 

 

Work Experience 

 
• Assistant Professor, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, School of Medicine, 

Department of Medical Education (2023- present) 

• Assistant Professor, University of Texas Rio Grande Valley, Department of Chemistry 
(2015- 2022) 

• Assistant Professor, University of Texas at El Paso, Department of Chemistry (2008- 
2015) 

• Research Scientist, Toray Industry, Inc. Japan, (1995-2001)                                          

• Hospital Pharmacist, Japan (1993-1995) 



 

Professional Memberships: 

 
• American Chemical Society  

• The Chemical Society of Japan  

• Society of Synthetic Organic Chemistry Japan 
 

Honors & Awards 

 
• The Best poster presentation Award, 2023 UTRGV SOM Research Symposium. 

• The Best Mentor Award, the UTEP COURI Symposium Spring 2014. 

• University of Texas System, Faculty Science and Technology Acquisition and Retention 
(STARs) Award Faculty, 2008 

• Naito Foundation Scholarship for overseas study, 2005 

• Award for the Best Discussion, the 15th Sapporo Symposium, Sapporo, Japan 2003 

 

Research Focus 
 
Dr. Mito’s research is in organic and medicinal chemistry to find better drug candidates and 
efficiently synthesize these compounds. Her research has three parts: 1) methodology 
development to prepare bioactive compounds. 2) drug modification to find better structures. 
3) total synthesis of bioactive natural product and their analogs. Currently, our targets are 
treatments for various cancers, diabetes, and immune thrombocytopenia. Dr. Mito has 
established collaborative research with faculty from other colleges/departments to evaluate 
the bioactivities of her synthesized compounds. 
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