THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-RIO GRANDE VALLEY
Honors College

Guide to Independent Studies
(for students entering Fall 2016 or later)

HONR 3187, 4387 are Independent Studies.  
HONR 4387 may contribute to your major degree requirements. (See Section II below)
NOTE:   Students MUST complete 9 credits of lower-division honors courses 

BEFORE enrolling in the Independent Studies Courses.

A Senior Honors Thesis/Project is an opportunity to outline part of your own education.  Working in your major or a related field under faculty guidance, you will be able to develop special knowledge and experience which will contribute significantly in expanding your creative abilities and critical intelligence.


Most projects take one of two forms:


1)
original research on a significant question or topic;


2)
creative endeavors (usually in the arts, computer science, and engineering areas)

These approaches are not always mutually exclusive.  For instance, original research begins with a great deal of background reading.  A creative endeavor might require both original research and extensive reading.  The project will include, but not necessarily center on, a paper that you will write.  For some students the paper will be the project.  For others, the paper may be a small part of the project (For example, a student in music might write and perform a violin solo and compose a brief paper on the creative process of writing music).

How do you begin?  Most students will follow this procedure:

I.
The Research Proposal or Creative Project Proposal. The first step is to register for HONORS 3187.  Most students will wait until at least the junior year. The Dean will help you select an acceptable Senior Honors Project topic and the advisors to supervise your work.  You will need to submit the following to the Dean and obtain approval of your project design from your committee and the Dean:


1)
A three-to-five page proposal in which you succinctly define the nature of your project: the principal issue or problem, some indication of the existing research on it, the major subtopics, appropriate methods of research and writing, and an introductory list of sources. Your proposal may be based on previous study and research. You should type and double space this proposal on white, 8-1/2 by 11-inch paper, using the cover sheet included in this guide.

2) Signed cover sheet certifying that all supervising professors approve your proposal and agree to work with you. 

Plan to confer in detail with the Honors Dean at this stage in order to assess the viability of the topic and your proposed research design.

If the design is acceptable, you will receive an appropriate grade for HONORS 3187; otherwise an Incomplete will be given.  In any event, the Proposal should be completed and approved in a semester prior to the one in which you intend to finish the Senior Honors Project.

Review of Proposal Stage:


1)
Make an appointment to discuss your project with the Dean of the Honors College.


2) 
With the advice and consent of the Dean, select main advisor and two other committee members.


3)
Working with committee members and Dean, prepare the proposal statement.


4)
Secure signatures from your advisor, committee members, and Dean.

The Honors College Office has copies of Guidelines for the Research Proposal and Guide to the Successful Thesis and Dissertation which students find helpful in preparing the proposal and Senior Honors Project.

II.
Research and Writing. The second step is to complete your project under the direction of your advisors.  You may register for HONORS 4387 at any time while you are working on the project or after you have completed it.  You will receive a grade of Incomplete in the course until you finish the project or notify the Honors office you no longer wish to continue.  In such cases, you would receive a drop pass in HONORS 4387.  Incompletes for 3187, and 4387 will remain such for three full semesters, after which they will become F’s unless you make a special request for an extension with the Dean.  You should enroll in each of these courses only once.
University regulations permit HONORS 4387 to substitute for an advanced course in the major field, provided the Senior Honors Project advisor and chair of the department certify that the project is an appropriate substitute for a particular departmental course. Check with the Dean on this option.

Make it a habit to confer often with your advisors and provide them drafts of ongoing work.  Your aim should be that there will be no surprises as you near the completion.  In scheduling completion dates, factor in the inevitable delays, mistakes and lost research materials that eat up valuable time and energy.

III.
Oral Defense. An oral defense is an opportunity for you to defend your project before your review committee, responding to their questions and criticisms.  If you have worked closely with your supervising professor and have kept your committee informed about the project's nature and progress, you should face no major surprises and should have a successful defense.  Most defenses last about one hour.  The Dean will preview with you the format of an oral defense.  Here is the schedule you will follow:

Ideally, you should submit your copy of the completed project to each faculty committee member at least ten working days prior to the defense and secure their approval and the approval of the Honors Dean for the date of the defense.  In any case, to be processed in a particular semester, the final edited copies of the Senior Honors Project must be in the hands of all advisors and the Dean no later than noon of the ten working days following your defense.
You must receive a majority of the faculty votes on the committee in order to pass your oral defense.  If your project is acceptable, the committee will then determine (by majority vote) the grade for HONORS 4387.  You will then be ranked with Distinction, High Distinction, or Highest Distinction based on your grade point average, the quality of your research, the quality of your presentation, the number of Honors courses you have taken, and your performance in them.  See page 6 for “Criteria for Awarding Graduation Distinction.”

No student can receive credit for HONORS 4387 unless he or she has successfully completed and defended a Senior Honors Project.  If your Senior Honors Project and/or defense are unacceptable, the committee has the authority to give you an incomplete and allow you defend at a later time after you have made suggested revisions.
What if you do the project first and then seek the credit?  It is possible to complete a project, then register for HONORS 3187 and 4387, secure a faculty sponsor and committee, receive credit for your effort, complete all other Honors requirements, and graduate with Honors.  In such cases, you should consult with the Dean of the Honors College for more details.

Benefits of the Senior Honors Project.  A successful Honors project will bring you great benefit.  You will receive seven semester hours toward graduation.  Your transcript and the Honors College Certificate will note the honor.  Beyond UTRGV, you will greatly improve your chances of getting a good job or getting into graduate school or professional school and winning fellowships and other types of financial aid.  Admission deans and employers recognize the superior quality of an Honors education and are willing to give you all of the credit you richly deserve.  In some cases you will get a head start on graduate research analysis.  Most importantly, you will receive a distinctly superior education and will develop the personal satisfaction that comes from significant accomplishments.


EVALUATION OF INDEPENDENT STUDIES AND SENIOR HONORS PROJECT
In committing themselves to your project, advisors are agreeing to monitor the study according to the methods and principles of the field to which it belongs.  An honors student should become familiar with such standards and attempt to incorporate them into the design and presentation of the study.  Furthermore, the size and scope of your research and written Senior Honors Project should be determined with reference to the nature of the field as well as the 4-hours credit that your project will earn. A Senior Honors Project in math or physics, for example, may average twenty pages; one in history or literature, fifty or more pages.  Your advisors will evaluate the totality of your research and writing in determining its equivalence to two full courses.

The final evaluations of the Senior Honors Project and defense will be based on these standards applied in a manner appropriate to undergraduate work at an honors level.  In determining the grades for HONORS 4387, the Committee will evaluate your written Senior Honors Project and the oral presentation from two related perspectives:


1)
The quality of the study-research reflected in both the Senior Honors Project and presentation.


2)
The quality of the presentations themselves, from the standpoint of organization, clarity, and conceptual control of the subject.

  The following evaluation-grade system is used:  

Excellent: A

Good: B

Pass: C

Not Pass: I or F

Guidelines for Faculty Members Serving on Senior Honors Project Committees

1. It is recommended that the chair be a faculty member with tenure or on tenure track.

2. Other members may include any faculty member in an area pertinent to the research topic. In addition, professionals from outside the university with expertise in the field 

(e. g., faculty members from other universities; visiting professors; professors emeriti; persons from business, industry, and/or professions relevant to the research topic) may serve on the committee with the approval of the Honors Council and the Honors College Dean.

3. The majority of the committee members must be affiliated with this University.

4.
All university-affiliated members serving on a thesis committee should meet the criteria established for instructors of Honors courses.
Criteria for Awarding Graduation Distinction


Categories

Pass


 Good


Excellent


GPA


3.0-3.35

3.36-3.59

3.60-4.0


HONORS 4387
Pass


Good 


Excellent


Honors


6 or more 

6 or more Honors
6 or more


Courses

Honors courses
courses 

Honors courses






w/3.00-3.50GPA
w/3.50-3.75 GPA
w/3.76-4.0 GPA


In order to graduate with Highest Distinction in Honors Studies, a student must have a grade point average of 3.76 or higher and be excellent in at least three of the categories; with High Distinction, good in all categories; with Distinction, pass or better in all categories.

(Follow this form in preparing the Honors Proposal Cover Page for your thesis or project.)

HONORS COLLEGE

Cover Sheet for Honors Proposal

(HONR 3187)

The Proposal should be about three to five pages, in which you succinctly define the nature of your project: the principal issue or problem, some indication of the existing research on it, the major subtopics, appropriate methods of research and writing, and an introductory list of sources. Submit copies to advisors and a copy with this approval sheet to the Dean.

Title:
_________________________________________________________________________

Author:  ________________________________________________________________________
Expected Graduation Date:  (Ex: May 20___; August 20___; December 20__)
Proposal Approved by:


   ____________         ____   , Chair   
        ___


                                                                          (Dr./Mr./Mrs./Miss - Name of Committee Chair)
Date


               ______                   _____       
       __  



(Dr./Mr./Mrs./Miss – Name of Committee Advisor) 
Date


                                   ___________      
       __   



(Dr./Mr./Mrs./Miss – Name of Committee Advisor)
Date


                              ______    _____       
      __   



(Dr./Mr./Mrs./Miss – Name of Committee Advisor)
Date


                                   ___________      
       __  



(Dr. Mark Andersen, Honors College Dean) *
Date

* Dean's copy will be placed in student's permanent file in the Honors College Office.
(Follow this form in preparing the Honors Proposal Title Page for your thesis or project.)


(Proposal Title)


A Proposal by


(Your Name)

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the 

Honors College Independent Studies (HONR 3187) *

at The University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley

Dr. Mark Andersen, Honors College, Dean

(Date)


Honors Thesis (or Project) Committee:


(Name), Chair


(Name)


(Name)

(* NOTE:  Use  HONR 3187 for the proposal; HONR 4387 for the thesis.)

(Follow this form in preparing the Senior Honors Thesis/Project Title Page for your thesis or project)


(Thesis Title)

by


(Your Name)

Submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements of the 

Honors College Independent Studies (HONR 4387) *
at The University of Texas-Rio Grande Valley

Dr. Mark Andersen, Honors College, Dean

(Date)

Honors Thesis (or Project) Committee:

(Name), Chair


(Name)


(Name)

(* NOTE:  Use HONR 3187 for the proposal; HONR 4387 for the thesis.)
HONORS COLLEGE
CERTIFICATION OF COMPLETION OF HONORS THESIS/PROJECT

Date of Oral Examination ______________

Name                                                     SIDN _______________

Street                                                           City                                     State _______
Zip Code                     Telephone ________________   E-mail _________________

Major___________________________   Minor_____________________________

Faculty Advisor ______________________                                                                                                       
Expected Graduation Date                                       No. of Honor Courses________

GPA in Honors Courses                         _         Cumulative GPA_______________

*******************************************************************

Rating of Study/Research
         Excellent



         Good



         Pass



         Not pass

Rating of Senior Honors Project-Oral Presentation


         Excellent



         Good



         Pass



         Not pass

Signatures of Examining Committee

         Advisor/Chair
________________________     (Name)

         Other                    _______________________      (Name)

         Other               
 _______________________       (Name)

         Other
  _______________________      (Name)

Signed                                                          Date   __________________________

            Dr. Mark Andersen, Honors College, Dean
* Dean's copy will be placed in student's permanent file in the Honors College Office.
HONORS COLLEGE
Application for Graduation with Honors
Name                                                                  SS# ________________________
Street                                                                City __________________________

State                          Zip Code                           Telephone # ___________________

Major                                                             Minor __________________________
Faculty Advisor ______________________________________________________
Date ____________________

******************************************************************


LEVEL OF DISTINCTION FOR GRADUATION



              With Distinction


              With High Distinction


              With Highest Distinction

Approval from Dr. Mark Andersen, Honors College, Dean:
Signature                                                   ____________________________ 

Date                                                   _
Effective: Fall 2016
( Please note:

If you need assistance or clarification with any part of this Guide, please contact:

Honors College
STAC-2.101
1201 West University Drive

Edinburg, Texas 78539
(956) 665-3145   Voice

(956) 665-7211   Fax

E-Mail: cindy.guerrero@utrgv.edu
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