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SENDING OUR APPRECIATION
AND THANK YOU

The Center for Latin American Arts advances scholarship, performances, and the
exhibition of Latin American arts in the popular, folk, and academic traditions
from the United States and Spanish-speaking and Portuguese-speaking countries.
Based in the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley College of Fine Arts, the Center
facilitates the exchange of ideas among students, performers, artists, and scholars
united by common interests to bring performances and knowledge of these arts
to the Rio Grande Valley community, Texas, and beyond. The core values of the
Center are a dedication to community engagement, excellence in scholarship,
art production and instruction, and performance, and a focus on student success
by providing our students with unique learning opportunities on and off campus.
Situated in a border region next to Latin America, UTRGV seeks to become a global
leader in the study and performance of Latin American, Latinx, and Iberian arts.
The Center for Latin American Arts has served more than 5,000 students of all
disciplines from the fine arts, medicine, education, and engineering. Over 1,500
public school students have benefited from workshops and clinics provided by the
CLAA and its UTRGYV faculty and students this year. Scholars, playwrights, artists,
dancers, writers, and music performers have presented their talents and research to
members of our community in the past year with generous funding from our winning
grants.

In 2022-2023, the CLAA was awarded grants to support outstanding programming
and a dedication to community engagement with multidisciplinary projects for
students and faculty. These winning grants include funding from the Rae Charitable
Trust from Wells Fargo ($50,000), The Raul Tijerina, Jr. Foundation ($25,000),
the Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation ($20,000), and the Brown Foundation
($7,000). The Center has achieved its goals this year because of the generosity
of these institutions and private donors, who are friends of the community and our
Center for Latin American Arts and the College of Fine Arts. We are forever thankful
for your support, and we hope you enjoy this overview of our events from the 2022-
2023 year.



CLAA
YOUTUBE
CHANNEL

The Center for Latin American Arts continues to offer
recordings of all our events, which are later uploaded
on our YouTube channel under the name Center for
Latin American Arts. Our channel features all Center
performances, lectures, roundtables, exhibitions, and a
series of visits to artists' studios entitled Visita Mi Estudio

(Visit My Studio).

The Center for Latin American Arts YouTube Channel can
be accessed on the application and any other internet
platforms, as the hyperlinks are interconnected on the
official CLAA website and Linktree on Instagram. Viewers
can safely access recorded events attheir leisure on cellular
devices, smart televisions, laptops, desktops, and tablets.

YouTube: Center for Latin American Arts
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Playing with Restriction:
A Performance by Kate Ledger

University of York, England

The CLAA sponsored the School of Music's "Playing Thursday, September 8th
with Restriction: A Performance” by Kate Ledger of the at 7:00 pm
University of York, England. This concert featured piano UTRGV Performing Arts Center

concert premieres by Rio Grande Valley composer
Monica Pearce and Colombian composer Michele

Abondano. The concert also included new works by _ .
Unsuk Chin and Lauren Redhead. Featuring premieres by

Rio Grande Valley composer

Monica Pearce and Colombian
composer Michele Abondano and

works by Unsuk Chin, Lauren Redhead,
and others.

Edinburg

Workshops on Friday September 9th

in Brownsville at 1:00pm

usic Science and Learning Center Building
BMSLC Multipurpose Room, 1.217
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CONJUNTO IN MY BACKYARD &=
PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE =

Honoring National Hispanic Heritage Month, the CLAA
hosted an event at "The Conjunto in My Backyard"
exhibition at The San Benito Cultural Heritage Museum
in San Benito, Texas. This roundtable, titled "Past, Present
and Future, Directions of Tex-Mex Conjunto: An Artists'
and Music Scholars' Roundtable," included speakers

and performers such as The Texas Sweethearts Band, Texas Sweethearts Band
Dr. Andrés Amado, Dr. Teresita Lozano, Professor Gina pajs t .

Palacios, and Juan Longoria of the band Contefio. Juan Lﬂﬂgﬂr]ﬂ-
Andrés Amado

Present e
and Fufure

Directions of Tex-Mex Conjinto
An Artists and Music Scholars’ Roundtable

Saturday, October ist, 2022

250 E. Heywood St., San Benito, TX

2:00-4:00pm
UTRGV

* @ SAN ElHI'I'ﬂ

CUETURAL HERITAGE MUSELISM Cpesrr
Lana Ametiean A

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley www.utrgv.edu/claa
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CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICAN ARTS

is hosting a

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
EDINBURG, OCTOBER 26, 2022

The CLAA hosted the Dia de los Muertos Fall Registration
Social to help students with their registration questions

and to learn more about funding sources and financial

aid. Representatives from the Registrar, Financial Aid, and
Scholarship Offices were present in both campus locations to
answer questions, speak about financial aid and scholarship
deadlines, and share opportunities while interacting and
visiting with students.

WEDNESDAY
OCTOBER 26TH
FROM 12:00-1:00PM

%
Center for Latin American Arts

UTRGYV Library, 2nd Floor
ELIBR 2.114, Edinburg

AR LTt

. s
T R AT

WL NN

@ With the help of the Office of Registrar, i

Financial Aid, and Scholarship e s

utrgvedu/claa

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley www.utrgv.edu/claa
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CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICAN"ARTS

is hosting a

DIA DE LOS MUERTOS

THURSDAY
OCTOBER 27TH
FROM 12:00-1:00PM

@
UTRGV Rusteberg Gallery

65 Gorgas Drive
Brownsville, Texas

¥ Bl A%
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UTRGV
@ With the help of the Office of Registrar, 4

Financial Aid, and Scholarship Latin S merican Arts

utrgv.edu/claa

Center for Latin American Arts




NEW WORKS BY
HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS

IDEA SCHOOL SAN JUAN

The CLAA supported and hosted a high school student
art exhibition at UTRGV in the Clark Gallery for IDEA
College Preparatory San Juan students titled “A
Celebration of Artistic Process: New Works by High
School Seniors.” This art exhibition featured new works
from the IDEA College Preparatory San Juan students,
who study with our UTRGV MFA alumna Cristina Correa.
This show and event series was funded by a grant with the
Raul Tijerina, Jr. Foundation.

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

b The Center for Latin American Arts

= N An Idea School San Juan
Student Exhibition:

- » High School Seniors
November 1-12, 2022

UTRGY

Charles & Dorothy Clark Art Gallery

1201 W. University Drive Edinburg, Texas
Liberal Arts Building (ELABS South)

UTRGV

Contes Jor
Latin Arerican Avki

www.utrgv.edu/claa
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The Center for Latin American Arts

presants

Dr. Patricia Caicedo
of Barcelona, Spanin a Lecture and Workshop Series

A Mirror of Identity
Monday, November 7, 4:00pm
Emrepreneurship and Making Mus:c in the 2151 Century
Location Brownavilla

The Music Science and Learming Centar, BMSLC Multipurpuse
Room. 1.217 (Also availabla wia Joom)

Tuesday, November 8
2:00-4:00pm KMastantiass

4:00pm The Latn American Folk Song. A Mirmor of |oenbity
. Location Edinburg

BROWNSVILLE, NOVEMBER 7, 2022
EDINBURG, NOVEMBER 8, 2022

The Center for Latin American Arts hosted visiting
musicologist, singer, and physician Dr. Patricia Caicedo

in Edinburg and Brownsville for the lectures 'We Are ; , UTRGV
What We Listen To: The Impact of Music on Individual ' : m Ceveter for
and Social Health' (Edinburg) and 'Entrepreneurship and Sehool af Music Latin American Arts

Making Music in the Twenty-First Century' (Brownsville).
Dr. Caicedo is also a physician with a medical degree,
and the CLAA collaborated with the School of Social
Work and the School of Medicine to invite students to
Dr. Caicedo’s lecture on the intersection of music and
health, which is the subject of her newest book, We Are
What We Listen To: The Impact of Music on Individual
and Social Health. Dr. Caicedo also discussed her
podcast, which she hosts and the entrepreneurial success
she has had with her company Mundo Arts, which she
developed to create a music publishing house and a
record label. Her lectures also examined the history and
development of Latin American art songs, the processes
of forming national identity, and how these ideas can
be seen and heard in the songs of different periods. This
is the subject of her book The Latin American Art Song:
Sounds of the Imagined Nations. Dr. Caicedo also gave
a masterclass workshop for vocal students, sharing her
research on Latin American and Iberian art songs.

e et - T = =

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley www.utrgv.edu/claa
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NEW WORKS BY AT - The
HIGH scHnl". SEN"]RS : ) | ARivera Early College High School
o Brownsville

Student Exhibition:

RIVERA EARLY COLLEGE HIGH SCHoOL [/ §&! '8 & I @ YNew Works by
BROWNSVILLE S ~_ 'High School Seniors

November 1-20, 2022

The CLAA hosted and organized the high school [ - " UTRGV g
student exhibition 'Recuerdos e Historias of OUR 956: : X i Wk ¢ i ﬁuslepei'i EE_HEW
New Works by High School Seniors' from Rivera b - ; - ' 65 Gorgas Drive

Early College High School in the Brownsville I1SD. gErownsville, Texas

The CLAA organized this collaboration between our . A " : i sahibiicr . mack
UTRGV students, UTRGYV faculty, and the faculty at the o : ! [ ﬁ UTRGV D
Brownsville ISD, led by UTRGV MFA alumni Mrs. Fatima by 4 i fmerican At
Lai and Mrs. Deborah Parkin, along with Rivera faculty e

Mr. Camilo Garza. UTRGV student curators Alondra
Cruz, Cynthia Vazquez, and Heidi Stubberud provided
special curatorial support, along with UTRGV students
Nicholas Salinas and Marvely Neme. Professor Romeo
di Loreto, Gina Palacios, and MFA student Kimberly
Sandoval atthe School of Art and Design in Brownsville
provided essential collaboration for this event.

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley www.utrgv.edu/claa
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EDINBURG, FEBRUARY 13-14, 2023

The Center for Latin American Arts hosted a Spanish
flamenco concert series and student dancer workshop
titled 'A la MUsica 2023: Influencias,' featuring
Spanish artists Daniel Caballero and Nerea Carrasco
from Madrid. The live flamenco music by José Cortés,
Francisco 'El Yiyi' Orozco, and José Manuel Alconchel.
The event also showcased performances by the UTRGV
Ballet Espafiol students. This event was co-organized with
Sonia Chapa Gémez of the Dance Department, who is
the director of the Ballet Espafiol program, and received
generous funding from winning grants from the Alice
Kleberg Reynolds Foundation.

The Center for Latin American Arts
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The Center tor Latin American Arts
presenis

& A Lo Masica Fomenco Concert
% Februgry 13 al 10aom
. February 14 ot 10om, 3pm & 7-30pm
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RGY PERENNIAL
ART EXHIBITION

The Center for Latin American Arts helped support the
RGV Perennial exhibition and event series directed by
MFA graduate student Keatan McKeever.

The first workshop in this series of talks and activities, the
ECO - Processing Workshop, was a six hour workshop
that place Saturday, February 4th, with Entre as the
facilitator. The event focused on film-centered discussions
about the creation, exhibition, and the preservation of
comminity-made cinema. The Eco-Processing Workshop
was free and open to the community and all UTRGV
students.

The second workshop that took place Saturday, February
18th, with Javier Dragustinovis, a Matamoros-based artist
and curator for the The Contemporary Art Museum of
Tamaulipas (MACT), was guiding participants through
a contemporary drawing workshop. Javier explores
memory, socio-cultural politics, and industrialization
through a multi-media approach and community-based
art practice.

The RGV Perennial 2023 Exhibition, intended to become
an annual show at UTRGYV, was held in Brownsville's
Rusteberg Gallery. It showcased distinctive artistic
works in printmaking, photography, and other media,
addressing the issues of migration and sustainability.

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

www.utrgv.edu/claa
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1023 RGY PEREMHMHIAL
ART EXHIBITION
APRIL 10 - 21
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EDINBURG, APRIL 28, 2023

The Center for Latin American Arts hosted a Flamenco
Workshop with professional dancers Daniel Caballero
and Nerea Carrasco from Madrid Spain. This special
virtual event was sponsored by the Center for Latin
American Arts and led by Sonia Chapa, Director of the
Ballet Espafiol program in the UTRGV Dance Department.

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

The Center for Latin American Arts

presents a

oF shep

Daniel Caballero and Nerea Carrasco

@

. N

—p- —a

Friday, April 28, 2023 from 11:00am -1:00pm
D: 878 7079 1948

To see the recorded concert
LT Y T — from Feb 14th visit:
— o Grande\Valley

utrgv.edu/claa L

www.utrgv.edu/claa
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HEALTH EDUCATION AND
PROMOTION PACHANGA

The CLAA sponsored the Health Education and Promotion
Pachangas. The goal of the Vida Saludable project was to
promote health and well-being by showcasing the artistic
talents of community members. The CLAA and the School
of Medicine invited community members to showcase their
artistic talents and interests, including posters, paintings, music,
videography, murals, woodwork, tinwork, to create artwork
promoting health and well-being and raise awareness about
diseases such as diabetes. This healthy lifestyle art campaign

111111j -.rr?ffl
. UTRGV @z

. PACHANGA

I ’ Sdturq:;a'r-. April 15, 2023 -

P00 A~ 1325300 PM

was developed to support healthy lifestyles in the Rio Grande

Valley, Texas and was led by the School of Medicine and
AHEC. School of Art and Design students Kimberly Sandoval,
Ricky Sullivan, and Adilene Rosales were among the

participants.

Lo Cailed Eraderarraieyl Db

107 Sunflawer R, Edinburg
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University of Texas Rio Grande Valley www.utrgv.edu/claa
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MAY 24,2023 FROM 9-11AM

Hosted by

UT Health RGV AHEC-South Texas
Health Disparities Project

If you are interested in showcasing your artwork
in the Vida Saludable Art Campaign to support
women's wellness, mental health, showcase
local talent, and reflect healthy lifestyles, please
reach out to Amanda Garcia to coordinate
showcasing your artwork at the event

Please contact:
Amanda.Garcia@utrgv.edu

Center for

o i Event Location Latin American Arts

Bob Clark Social Services Center
9901 California Road, Brownsville, Texas. 78521

Center for Latin American Arts




EDINBURG, MARCH 27-29, 2023

The CLAA hosted a series of workshops to support Popular
Music Education Clinics organized in collaboration with
Dr. Virginia Davis in the School of Music. The CLAA invited
Dr. Bryan Powell of Montclair State University and Dr.
Gareth Dylan Smith of Boston University to UTRGV to host
these events with Dr. Davis. This event was funded by a
grant from the Rae Charitable Trust and Wells Fargo.

University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Popular Musie in Music Teacher Education N Dr. Bryan Powell
11:00 am - 12:15 pm, EPACB 2.120 & T
High School Modern Band Clinic

with ENHS Modern Band

5:00 - 7:00 pm, EFACE 1.128

Teaching and Learning in Modern Band
5:30 - 8:00 pm, EPACE 1.128

N T f_ :
12:30 - 1:45 pm, EPAC A1.315 Dr. Goreth Oylan Smith

Bextan University

by

§ "“?" \.lv ‘

Drum Kit Pedagogy for Music Educators

]

UTRGV. UTRGV

iy . ; Center for
sl e chaa Sohoot :I_f Muzzc Latin American Arts

www.utrgv.edu/claa




FLAMENGO AND ART OF
THE SPANISH AMERICAS

SUMMER STUDENT SUPPORT
DANCE AND ART HISTORY

The CLAA sponsored the UTRGV Dance Department to
travel to Madrid, Spain, to visit Flamenco school and
attend workshops. This opportunity allowed them to study
and research in situ with professional Spanish dancers,
enhancing their skills and advancing the trajectory of
their Ballet Espafiol program. Additionally, the CLAA
sponsored a tour of Santo Domingo with contemporary
artist Richard Peralta. During the tour,participants visited
his paintings installed among the Spanish American
artworks in this church. This experience provided future
research opportunities for Dr. Robert Bradley and his Study
Abroad Peru students in Cusco and the Sacred Valley.

|G @claa.utrgv Center for Latin American Arts




CLAA
2022-2023
HIGHLIGHTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS
2022-2023
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University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

Dr. Jeffrey Ward is the Dean of the College of Fine Arts
at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley (UTRGV).
The College, made up of the School of Art and Design,
School of Music, Department of Theatre, Department of
Dance, and Department of Creative Writing, is committed
to connecting the students of the Rio Grande Valley and
beyond to high-quality teaching, research, and creative
activity; partnerships with Arts organizations and Industry;
and global citizenship rooted in improving communities.

Prior to his role at UTRGV, Dr. Ward served as the
Director of the School of Music, Theatre, and Dance, and
Professor of Music Education at Kansas State University
and as the Associate Dean in the College of Fine Arts and
Communication and the Associate Director of the School
of Music at East Carolina University in Greenville, NC. Dr.
Ward received his Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Music
Education (Conducting) from Shenandoah Conservatory
in Winchester, VA; his Master of Music degree in Choral
Conducting from East Carolina University; and his
Bachelor of Arts in Music Education from Rollins College

in Winter Park, FL.

Dr. Ward’s research focuses on assessment, community
music, and music teacher education. Dr. Ward is Past
Chair of the Assessment Special Research Interest Group
of the National Association for Music Education and a
reviewer for the International Symposium for Assessment
in Music Education. As a conductor, Dr. Ward has served
as the Artistic Director of the Manhattan (KS) Masterworks
Chorale and the Greenville (NC) Choral Society, as
well as in conducting positions at First United Methodist
Church of Manhattan, St. James United Methodist Church
of Greenville, and Monumental United Methodist Church
of Portsmouth (VA).

Dr. Jeffrey Ward
Dean, College of Fine Arts

Fall 2022-Present

www.utrgv.edu/claa
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Dr. Katherine Moore McAllen has been the Director
of the Center for Latin American Arts since 2019, and she
is an Associate Professor of Art History in the School of
Art & Design at the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley.
She received her PhD in from Harvard University, her
M.A. from the University of Texas, Austin and her B.A from
Trinity University. Her research has been supported by the
Fulbright and the Carl and Marilynn Thoma Art Foundation
as the 2019-2020 Marilynn Thoma Post-Doctoral Fellow.
Her work atthe UTRGV Center for Latin American Arts has
been supported by the Raul Tijering, Jr. Foundation, the
Alice Kleberg Reynolds Foundation, the Rea Charitable
Trust, and the Brown Foundation.

Her publications on the history of art and architecture and
cultural exchange in colonial Perd and México include
essays in the anthology The New World in Early Modern
Italy, 1492-1750 (Cambridge University Press, 2017), an
essay in Circa 1718 from Trinity University Press (2018), an
essay in the Journal of Jesuit Studies (2019), three essays
in the Latin American and Latinx Visual Culture journal
(2021 and 2022), and a recent essay in the Colonial Latin
American Review (2024). Together with Verénica Mufioz-
Néijar, she also co-edited a two-volume publication with
a collection of essays in Spanish and English titled The
Thoma Dialogues in the Latin American and Latinx Visual
Culture journal (volume 3.3 and 3.4). As guest editors,
Katherine and Verdnica published two essays together and
edited twelve other essays by leading scholars in the field
examining the visual culture of Latin America and museum
studies from the colonial to the contemporary periods. Her
most recent curatorial work as Director of the Center for
Latin American Arts includes organizing the exhibition
Uncovered Spaces with artists such as Maria Magdalena
Campos Pons, Margarita Cabrera, and Wendy Red Star
in a collaboration with Raheleh Filsoofi of Vanderbilt
University. All the CLAA events can be seen on the CLAA
website and the CLAA YouTube channel. She has recently
been named the Maryalice Shary Shivers Endowed Chair
of Fine Arts at UTRGV.

Dr. Katherine Moore McAllen
Director Center for Latin American Arts and
Associate Professor of Art History

Center for Latin American Arts
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Dr. Andrés Amado is an Associate  Rigoberto Gonzalez is a Lecturer Sonia Chapai is a Lecturer in the
Professor of Ethnomusicology in the at the School of Art & Design, as well Department of Dance, Director of
School of Music, as well as a member  as a member of the CLAA Executive the UTRGYV Ballet Espaiiol, as well
of the CLAA Executive Committee. Comnmittee. as a member of the CLAA Executive
Committee.

E |
Dr. Eric Wiley is a Professor in the Miguel Pefia is an Assistant Professor  Dr. Virginia Davis is a Professor
Department of Theatre, the Director in the Department of Dance, Director of  of Music Education in the School of
of the Latino Theatre Initiatives, as well  the UTRGV Ballet Folklérico program, Music, as well as a member of the
as a member of the CLAA Executive as well as a member of the CLAA CLAA Executive Committee.

Committee. Executive Committee.
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Jessica Loreno Trevifio
Administrative Coordinator,
Office of the Dean,
College of Fine Arts

Jessica Trevino is the
Administrative Coordinator to the
Dean’s Office at the College of
Fine Arts at the University of Texas
Rio Grande Valley. Originally from
McAllen, Texas, Jessica graduated
with a degree in Business
Administration with a concentration
in Computer Information Systems
from the University of Texas Pan
American. She brings years of
business experience in purchasing,
accounting, project management,
coordination, finance, analytics,
social media, and technology.
With excellent communication
and leadership abilities, Jessica
thrives in cross-functional teams,
coordinating resources and
ensuring seamless collaboration.
Known for problem-solving skills,
and ability to mitigate risks, Jessica
consistently drive successful project
outcomes.

Carlos Limas, MFA

Program Coordinator,
Center for Latin American Arts

Limas has a B.A. in Graphic
Design from the Instituto
Profesional de Arte y Disefio in
Monterrey, México, and he also
has a Studio Art degree from the
I'’Académie Royale des Beaux-
Arts in Brussels, Belgium. In 2013
he moved to the US, where he
completed a Master of Fine Arts
degree at the University of Texas

Rio Grande Valley in 2019.

Angela Scardigno, MFA

Program Specialist,
Center for Latin American Arts

Scardigno hasa B.A.in Graphic
Designer from the University
of Buenos Aires, Argentina. In
2010, she moved to the United
States, where she completed a
Master of Fine Arts degree at the
University of Texas Rio Grande
Valley in 2019.



CENTER FOR LATIN AMERICAN ARTS

WHO WE ARE

THE CENTER IS LED BY:

Dr. Jeffrey Ward
Dean-College of Fine Arts

Dr. Katherine Moore McAllen
Associate Professor of Art History
Director-Center for Latin American

Arts

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

Dr. Andrés Amado
Associate Professor of
Ethnomusicology

Sonia Chapa
Lecturer of Dance
Director of the UTRGV Ballet Espafiol

Dr. Virginia Davis
Professor of Music Education

Miguel Pefia
Assistant Professor of Dance
Director of the UTRGV Ballet Folklérico

Dr. Eric Wiley
Professor of Theatre
Director of the Latino Theatre Initiatives

Rigoberto Gonzalez
Lecturer of Studio Art with an emphasis
on Painting




Center for
Latin American Arts

WHERE WE ARE

The Center for Latin American Arts
The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley
1201 W University Drive
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Detail of Flamenco Workshop
by Daniel Caballero and
Nerea Carrasco.



