During the field- based experience, teacher candidates will be required to keep an observation reflection journal.  They must complete a weekly entry, through these entries, teacher candidates will reflect on what they are learning in the field and connect it to the theory they are learning in the course.  Below you will find the Prompts for field observations and Optional Reflections for the Elementary Program.

Prompts for Field Observation TK-20 Reflection Journals

Week 1 (Initial Reflection): What are some questions you have about planning, instruction, and assessment as you begin your structured field observation? What are aspects related to planning, instruction, and assessment about which you feel less confident and desire further growth?

Week 2 (Classroom Management Habits): Does your mentor teacher create a positive and supportive learning environment demonstrating rapport and respect for students? If so, how? Also, what are the main classroom management rules, routines, and reinforcements deployed by your teacher? 

Week 3 (Harnessing Student Background Knowledge): Elaborate on the following statement and provide details:  My mentor teacher engages students in learning by incorporating both prior academic learning and students’ personal, cultural, and community assets into instruction. Also, how does your mentor teacher contextualize and/or personalize content for instruction?

Week 4 (Academic Language Support 1): What academic language and discourse is relevant to your content area. Provide specific examples of language function, vocabulary, syntax, and discourse. What instructional and content area-specific language supports does your mentor teacher provide students (individual, group, whole class)? Provide specific examples of vocabulary and discourse strategies. 

Week 5 (Academic Language Support 2): How effectively do students (including English language learners) use content area-specific academic language with regards to language function, vocabulary, syntax, and discourse? Provide specific examples. What are persistent academic language difficulties that students continue to experience and what support strategies could be used to remedy these? 

Week 6 (Instructional Feedback): How does your mentor teacher elicit student responses to promote deeper learning? How does your mentor teacher provide feedback for learning to students? Provide specific examples. Also, how does your mentor teacher support students to understand and use feedback relative to their strengths and weaknesses? Provide specific examples. 

Week 7 (Instructional Habits): Describe the instructional style and key practices of your mentor teacher. How does your mentor teacher specifically tailor their pedagogy to provide subject-specific instruction? Provide specific examples. 

Week 8 (Final Reflection): What were the most meaningful experiences of the field observation for your future teaching practice? What were the most challenging aspects of your field observation experience and what skills or dispositions did you learn or develop while navigating these challenges?


OPTIONAL REFLECTION PROMPTS FOR OBSERVATIONS IN EDCI 3336


1. Instructional strategies/ELAR strategies/Patterns of Practice
2. Assessments
3. Classroom management strategies/techniques
4. Differentiated Instruction 
5. How the observations can help your future teaching


