
UTRGV New Teacher Candidate 
Education Program

Orientation 



Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions

• Educator Preparation Program Overview

• Educator Preparation Program Requirements 

• Deans for Impact – Teaching Beliefs and Mindsets Surveys

• TExES Testing Procedures and Guidelines

• Program Information (coursework, etc.)



Teacher Supply and Demand

• In the last five years, demand for Educational Service workers in Texas 
grew at a modest pace, according to the Quarterly Census of 
Employment and Wages.

• In the first quarter of 2018, the number of workers in Educational 
Services in Texas was 1.22 million, up 8.9 percent from the same 
quarter in 2013. 

• The Educational Services industry in Texas is facing growing demand 
from a marketplace that increasingly needs better educated workers 
for a more “knowledge-based economy” as well as an expanding 
population bringing more students into schools. 

• Report on Texas Growth Occupations - 2018 Texas Workforce 
Commission

https://lmci.state.tx.us/shared/PDFs/Report_on_Texas_Growth_Occupations_2018.pdf


Teacher Supply and Demand



UTRGV Teacher Education Program

• Approximately 550 admitted candidates per academic year

• 87% acceptance rate

• Elementary (Bilingual, Special Education, ESL, Early Childhood) and All 
Level / Secondary (Music, Kinesiology, Mathematics, English 
Language Arts, Social Studies, Science, etc.)

• In 2018-2019, 598 candidates finished the program.

• 88% of completers passing PPR certification exam.

• 82% of completers passed their CONTENT certification exam.

• 91.22% remaining in the profession for 5 years.



2018-2019 Accountability System for Educator Preparation Annual Report

Institution Name:  University of Texas Rio Grande Valley

County/District Number 108501

Contact:  Alma Rodriguez

Address:  1201 W. University Dr., Edinburg, TX 78541

Phone (956) 665-3627 Web address:  www.utrgv.edu/cep/educator-preparation-and-accountability/index.htm

Program type:  University Undergraduate; Post Baccalaureate; Alternative

Institution Type:  Four Year College/University

Minimum Accountability Standards – TEC 21.045(a)1

Standard2 2017-2018 2018-2019
Statewide
2018-2019

Accreditation Status Accredited Accredited

Indicator 1a:  Percent of Individuals passing PPR 
certifications

89% 88% 96%

Indicator 1b:  Percent of individuals passing non-PPR 
certification examinations

78% 82% 91%

Indicator 2:  Principal Appraisal of First Year Teachers 84% 82% 79%

Indicator 3:  Improvement in Student Achievement NA NA NA

Indicator 4a:  Frequency and duration of field 
observations:  Interns and Clinical Teachers3 100% 99% 98%

Indicator 4b:  Quality of Field Supervision 96% 94% 94%

Indicator 5:  Satisfaction of New Teachers
NA

85% 77%

http://www.utrgv.edu/cep/educator-preparation-and-accountability/index.htm


Program Requirements

• Coursework

• Field experience

• Certify Teacher

• TExES Certification exams

• Criminal Background Check (CBC)
• TEA Preliminary Criminal History Evaluation

• Clinical (student) teaching

• Applying for certification

https://tea.texas.gov/Texas_Educators/Investigations/Preliminary_Criminal_History_Evaluation-FAQs/




TExES Testing Procedures 
and Policies



Creating Accounts: TEA & Pearson

TEA – Texas Education Agency

Website Purpose:
• View eligible examinations
• Apply/view/print certificate

Pearson – Texas Educator Certification Examination 
Program

Website Purpose:
• Register for exams
• View/print score reports
• Download preparation resources













TExES Exams Required for Certification

Bilingual Generalist, Early Childhood, 
ESL/Generalist, and Special Education 

Certifications

• Core Subjects & Science of Teaching 
Reading 

• Pedagogy and Professional 
Responsibilities EC-12 (160)

Bilingual, Special Education, and ESL 
Supplemental exams will be approved by 

department’s Program Coordinator.

Middle School, High School, and 
All Level Certifications (EDUC)

• Pedagogy and Professional 
Responsibilities EC-12 (160)

• Content Exam

Content exams must be approved by 
departmental representative.

Uteach candidates will need to get 
approval from their Uteach Master 
Teacher for both PPR and Content.



Admission to 
Elementary 

Teacher 
Education 
Program

Semester 1

• Complete Core 
Subjects Certify 
Teacher with an 
80% passing score 
in each section to 
receive approval 
to take actual 
TExES exam

• Take TExES Core 
Subjects exam

End of 
Semester 2

• Eligible to take 
TExES PPR exam 
after completing 
12 hours of EDCI 
(pedagogy) 
coursework

• Complete PPR 
Certify Teacher 
with an 80% 
passing score to 
take actual TExES 
exam

Elementary TExES Protocol and Policy



Middle School, High School, and All Level 
TExES Protocol and Policy

• Approval for PPR EC-12 TExES exam
• PPR Certify Teacher program requirement completed (80% Passing Score)

• Must take and pass EDUC 3302 with a “C” or better

• Approval for Content TExES exam
• Content Certify Teacher program requirement completed (80% Passing Score)

• Eligibility Form signed by Program Coordinator

UTeach TExES Protocol and Policy
▪ Approval for PPR EC-12 and Content TExES exam

▪ Eligibility Form signed by Master Teacher and UTeach Co-Director



Retesting & HB 2205
• You will be approved to take exam once; re-approval will be required to retest.  Please visit our website, 

www.utrgv.edu/cep to request a TExES retest.

• A test can be retaken after 45 days.

• Pearson registration system will only display test dates that are at least 45 days after the previous test date

(HB 2205)

• Beginning September 1, 2015 candidates will be limited to four attempts to retake any educator 

certification examination. The Texas Education Agency (TEA) is implementing this change to Texas 

Education Code §21.048 in response to HB 2205, 84th Texas Legislature, 2015.

• A list of FAQ will be uploaded to Blackboard along with this PowerPoint presentation.

Retaking Core Subjects EC-6
• You must take all of the sections of the Core Subjects exam the first time.

• It is recommended that if you are retaking 2 or more sections of the Core Subjects EC-6 that you register for 

the full exam and skip the sections that you have passed.

• Each attempt at a single subject exam counts towards HB2205.

http://www.utrgv.edu/cep


New Initiatives

•STEP UP
•Harlingen CISD
• Los Fresnos CISD
•McAllen ISD
•Brownsville ISD



Contact OEPA

Edinburg Brownsville 

(956) 665-7952 (956) 882-4139

OEPA@utrgv.edu


